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I’m wri�ng this message while we are s�ll deep in winter here in upstate New York. And when I say deep, I mean about six 

inches, more or less. As a transplanted Californian, I s�ll feel awe when I see snow transforming the landscape, sharp delinea-

�on of bare branch and evergreen needle, white haze filling the air. And, I look forward to the transforma�ons of spring, when 

every day I search the branches for signs of green and then experience the upli�ing rush of leaves, grass, and flowers. These 

exci�ng seasonal transforma�ons simply don’t happen in Los Angeles. 

During the remainder of winter and through spring, while nature follows its annual calendar, ALLUNY will con�nue on its an-

nual calendar as well. I hope that you will try to check off all four of these upcoming opportuni�es.

 First: Submit your annual membership renewal. Your membership is an incredible bargain. It includes access to ALLUNY’s 
network of members from public, private, and academic libraries; this newsle�er; discount registra�on for ALLUNY events 
with their opportuni�es for professional development, growth, and networking; and grants and awards for travel to 
events. If you haven’t sent in your renewal, please do so now!

 Second: Par�cipate in ALLUNY’s organiza�onal work and ac�vi�es. As a member of ALLUNY, you have the privilege of 
working with other members to make possible the benefits that ALLUNY provides. Every year ALLUNY looks for members 
interested in joining the Board of Directors and commi�ees. As a par�cipa�ng member of ALLUNY, you can pursue the 
professional interests you are passionate about, such as advoca�ng for laws that promote access to legal informa�on, 
providing high quality con�nuing educa�on, and interac�ng with other informa�on professionals. Joining the Board or a 
commi�ee is a great way to get the larger professional network and con�nuing educa�on we know you want from your 
membership. Contact any Board member or commi�ee chair for more informa�on, and watch your email for opportuni-
�es to par�cipate.

 Third: A�end the ALLUNY Spring Ins�tute. The Ins�tute will take place on April 26 at Syracuse University College of Law. 
Thanks to the Library for hos�ng us! Mark your calendar and watch for registra�on to open. 

 Fourth: A�end a local ALLUNY Meetup. We have a new program this spring: Over the next few months, I will host ALLUNY 
Meetups around the state. The Meetups will take place at a loca�on in your immediate region and light refreshments will 
be served. You’ll be able to discuss all things ALLUNY and law libraries, as well as enjoy socializing with others who face 
and solve the same professional challenges you do. ALLUNY will announce dates, �mes and loca�ons in upcoming weeks.

Our beau�ful outdoors constantly remind us of the passage of �me. ALLUNY has its seasonal markers as well, which are made 

possible only by your ac�ve par�cipa�on in the organiza�on. Please consider a�ending the Spring Ins�tute and Fall Mee�ng, 

as well as other networking events and con�nuing educa�on programming.
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Hello ALLUNY Members and Friends:

I am pleased to invite you on behalf of the Board of the Association of Law Libraries of Upstate New 
York to join us at the 2019 Spring Institute on Friday, April 26, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., 
room 106 at Syracuse University College of Law.

What is the ALLUNY Spring Institute? It is a day long program designed to give you, our members and 
friends, a chance to learn and engage with your fellow law librarians! We have a wonderful lineup of 
speakers, and this year we are also giving you an opportunity to engage with your colleagues in small 
group discussions about the topics that interest you.

Registration information and the agenda are available at https://www.alluny.org/?page_id=1094 The 
registration form will be available online, March 26. The registration fee includes a continental break-
fast and lunch. The continental breakfast will start at 9:00 a.m. and programming will begin at 10:00 
a.m. Discount parking will also be available. Please make sure to register by Thursday, April 18, 
2019.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Director Jan Fleckenstein of the Syracuse University Col-
lege of Law Library for agreeing to host the Spring Institute and the wonderful staff at Syracuse Uni-
versity College of Law Library for their generous support.

We hope to see you there!

Warm regards, 

Ariel
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ALLUNY Spring Institute 2019
Syracuse University College of Law

April 26, 2019

AGENDA

Registration and Continental Breakfast 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Visualizing Legal Information: tools and techniques to help 
make explicit the rich, intellectual infrastructure of the law.

Speaker: Peter Hook, Cornell University Law Library

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Textualism, Legislative History, and You
Speaker: Olli S. Baker, Rockland Supreme Court Law Library

Lunch 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Re-imagining the Federal Records Management and Access in 
the Digital Era

Speaker: Sarah Lamdan, CUNY School of Law

2:35 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Law Librarianship and Change
Speaker: You!

During this session, we will have several small group discussion 
tables—pick your table based on your interests. Each table will re-
ceive sample discussion questions to help jumpstart the conversa-
tion, but you are not constrained to those questions. Feel free to 

switch groups or topics during the session!

3:35 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. ALLUNY Board Meeting
(All members welcome to attend).



ALLUNY Spring Institute 2018
Friday, April 26, 2019, 9:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 

Syracuse University College of Law, MacNaughton Collaboratory, Room 130

You may register and pay online or print and mail the completed registration form with your payment. 
Your receipt will be included with your registration materials.

FIRST NAME (as it will appear on name badge) LAST NAME

PROFESSIONAL TITLE INSTITUTION

STREET ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

E-MAIL PHONE NUMBER

Registration Fee Includes Continental Breakfast, Lunch & Conference Materials

ALLUNY Member $30 $  

Non-ALLUNY Member $35 $  

Student $15 $  

Life Member fee waived $  

Unemployed Member fee waived $  

* Parking $5.75 $  

TOTAL $  

* Please give your name to the attendant when you enter the ramp and mention that you are attending the 

ALLUNY conference.

Please choose two topics that you are interested in discussing in small groups: 

Can Law Libraries Be Neutral Spaces? Collection Development 

Navigating Changes in the Workplace Technology and Research 

Training and Instruction  Outreach 

Payment due no later than Thursday, April 18, 2019.  

Make checks payable to ALLUNY and mail to: 
Ariel Scotese, ALLUNY Vice-President 
Cornell University Law Library
380 Myron Taylor Hall 
Ithaca, NY 14850 



By: Marissa Mason, New York State Court of Appeals Law Library 

Not for the first time, I found myself rambling around an unfamiliar city in one-hundred-degree 
weather, seeking Poe landmarks.  You could say I was in hot pursuit.  At the 2018 AALL Annual 
Meeting in Baltimore, aside from the wealth of educational sessions, meetings, and events I had 
scheduled for myself, topping my tourism agenda were the grave of Edgar Allan Poe and the Poe 
House and Museum.  The Baltimore Poe House, which the family rented in the 1830s, now con-
sists of a series of small, unfurnished rooms connected by a winding stair just barely wide enough 
for a single person.  Objects of interest include Poe’s portable writing desk and the family telescope 
which he used as a young man.  As I ascended the narrow staircase to the attic, I was thinking of 
Poe’s life in that house, and the stories and poems likely written there, but I was also reflecting on 
my first AALL meeting in 2015.  It was my first time in Philly, and I had arrived a day early to ex-
plore, starting with the Poe House.  As much as I enjoyed the Philly Poe House (it has a striking 
mural outside and a suitably creepy basement), it was not enough to totally distract me from my 
increasing anticipation of the start of the conference.  I had recently moved from New York to Ohio 
for my first professional job and was not feeling entirely sure of myself.  However, the following 
morning at CONELL, my nerves were calmed as I connected with people who would become great 
friends, and whose companionship was invaluable throughout that first, overwhelming AALL experi-
ence. 

At the Poe house in Baltimore, I found myself reflecting on how much I’ve grown as a professional 
over the past three years, and how much more confident I feel in the milieu of the national confer-
ence experience.  This time around, rather than attending CONELL as a newbie, I was represent-
ing GLL-SIS at the marketplace, happy to share my experience with such a diverse and welcoming 
group.  Throughout the conference I continued to note the sense of familiarity and ease I felt, 
whether wading into the Fastcase suite or browsing the exhibit hall.  I reconnected with old friends 
from CONELL, spent quality time with past colleagues from other parts of the country, and met 
many new people.  In the end, I came away with a renewed energy for the profession, inspired by 
my colleagues’ good work and creative thinking. 

The very scale of the meeting inspires a certain awe.  In the thick of it I found myself thinking about 
possible collective nouns for a group of librarians—I think my favorite is “a volume of librarians”.  
For further consideration of this question, see the crowdsourced site All Sorts: A Linguistic Experi-
ment, and Kerrie Stevens’ 2013 article “What is the Collective Noun for a Group of Librarians?”.  
Those who have suggested “a hush of librarians” have clearly never attended an AALL meeting. 

Thank you to the ALLUNY Grants Committee 
for awarding me an AALL membership grant in 
2018. 
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In January 2019, I had the pleasure of teaching a three-day long workshop (with two Cornell Law 

School students) that was hosted by the University of Johannesburg Faculty of Law in Johannes-

burg, South Africa. The goal of the workshop was to instruct information professionals from multi-

ple organizations, including ITOCA (Information Teaching and Outreach Centre for Africa), about 

the structure of legal information and legal research, and how the online platform GOALI (Global 

Online Access to Legal Information) facilitates legal research. The journey to South Africa was 

nerve-racking but extremely rewarding because it allowed me to participate in a global initiative to 

promote access to justice through access to information.

The GOALI Platform and Cornell Law Library’s Involvement

GOALI is a module in the Research4Life program and was developed in partnership between the 

International Labor Organization, Yale Law Library, Cornell Law Library, and partner publishers. The 

mission of GOALI is to “provide free or very low-cost online access to legal information and academ-

ic research to governments, universities, and non-profit institutions in developing countries to pro-

mote access to justice and rule of law.”i GOALI was launched in March 2018.ii 

Researchers at eligible institutions need training on the GOALI platform and education on how to 

use the materials available. Cornell Law Library was tasked with taking the lead in providing this ed-

ucation and training, which includes developing training materials and providing training to both end 

users of the platform and information professionals who will go on to provide outreach and training to 

others. This workshop was one project undertaken for this purpose. 

By: Ariel Scotese, Cornell University Law Library 

Top row (star�ng from the le�): Ariel Scotese (Cornell), Takapiwanashe Chikosha (ITOCA), Gracian Chimwaza (ITOCA), Li-
ze�e Van Zyl (University of Johannesburg), Tshepo Mohatle (ILO), Blessing Mawire (DAR)

Lower row (star�ng from the le�): Marcia Mabhula (ITOCA), Dana Kinel (Cornell), Medhavi Nau�yal (Cornell), Catrin Ver 
Loren van Themaat (University of Johannesburg), Chiedza Manuel (ITOCA), Monicca Mohlamonyane (ITOCA)



The Road to Johannesburg

Cornell Law Library partnered with ITOCA in the development of the workshop. ITOCA has its head-

quarters in Pretoria, South Africa and partnered with Cornell Library in the past to successfully train 

researchers on other Research4Life modules in sub-Saharan Africa. We decided to build upon this 

existing relationship and past success when considering strategies for GOALI outreach and training. 

However, in order to successfully train researchers on GOALI the staff from ITOCA needed training 

about legal research because, while the ITOCA staff are seasoned information professionals with 

knowledge of the Research4Life program, they were not familiar with legal information or legal re-

search. The workshop required at least one law librarian and two law school students to travel to 

South Africa, for which Cornell Law Library received funding from the Engaged Cornell Opportunity 

grant. 

In addition to partnering with ITOCA, the Cornell Legal Research Clinic was called upon as a partner 

for this workshop. As the Assistant Director of the Legal Research Clinic, I was excited to be a part 

of the GOALI initiative because this opportunity to train the ITOCA staff, and thus assist with remov-

ing barriers to legal information, is consistent with the clinic’s mission. I was asked to go to Johan-

nesburg with two Cornell Law School students to teach the workshop. The students selected to go 

with me to South Africa were Dana Kinel (JD ’20) and Medhavi Nautiyal (LLM ’19). Proceeds from 

the Engaged Cornell Curriculum grant awarded to the Clinic were also used for this trip. 

With the partners in place, we needed to find a space for the workshop. We approached the Univer-

sity of Johannesburg about hosting the workshop because of an existing relationship between Cor-

nell Law School and the University of Johannesburg. Through this partnership, we were able to uti-

lize the University of Johannesburg’s resources to ensure that we could provide food and parking for 

workshop participants, in addition to a space for the workshop. Jacob Sayward (Director of Collec-

tions, Faculty & Scholarly Services, Cornell Law Library) planned the logistics of our trip to Johan-

nesburg.

The last step was developing the curriculum for the workshop. Nina Scholtz (Director for Reference 

and Instruction, Cornell Law Library) and I in consultation with Gracian Chimwaza (Executive Direc-

tor of ITOCA) created the curriculum. We planned for the workshop to be a condensed version of a 

first-year legal research course. We knew that the participants in this workshop would provide train-

ing and outreach throughout sub-Saharan Africa and that the different countries in the region use 

different legal frameworks: civil law, common law, Islamic law, and domestic customary law. We al-

so knew that international law was highly relevant to legal researchers and policymakers in this re-

gion. Therefore, the content of the workshop had to discuss the structure of legal information and 

the strategy for legal research for these frameworks. In addition to Nina Scholtz and me, Jacob Say-

ward and Sabrina Sondhi (Director for Director for Administrative Services, Cornell Law Library) 

helped create the content we used in the workshop.

The Workshop

Although the workshop was initially developed with the thought that ITOCA staff would be the only 

participants, we ultimately had participants from ILO (International Labour Organization), DAR



(Technology Bank - Digital Access to Research), and the University of Johannesburg Law Library. 

Most of the participants in attendance were not familiar with legal research prior to this workshop. 

The workshop was all day from Monday, January 14 through Wednesday, January 16. During the 

first day and a half, we laid the foundation by discussing the different legal frameworks. For each 

framework, we explained the sources of the law, how information is organized, and the role of legal 

scholarship and secondary sources. 

The second half of the workshop was modeled after the core curriculum for first-year American law 

students by using GOALI to demonstrate subject-specific research in contracts, torts, property, 

criminal law, and international human rights. Participants had the opportunity to use GOALI for legal 

research and to apply what they had learned in the first half of the workshop. Participants were 

asked to complete an anonymous feedback form evaluating the workshop.

The Result

The workshop was more successful than I could have hoped. All of the participants were very en-

gaged during the entire workshop, which was incredible considering the length of the program. The 

law touches all aspects of our lives, so as we explained the sources of the law and specific topics 

there was a lot of lively discussions.

The evaluations showed that the participants appreciated and learned from the exercises complet-

ed during the training. It was clear from the comments that the workshop was highly relevant and 

useful to the work that these information professionals were doing to promote GOALI. With this pos-

itive response, it is our hope to be able to build off of this workshop to create additional educational 

materials, either for online courses or additional in-person training sessions.

All in all, this workshop was a very powerful experience. GOALI is an important program for promot-

ing access to justice through access to information, and seeing the difference that our efforts made 

was invaluable. The Cornell Law School students who helped teach this workshop also found the 

experience incredibly rewarding. “It was an opportunity of a lifetime and I am extremely grateful that 

I was a part of it,” said Medhavi Nautiyal. Dana Kinel explained that workshops like this one don’t 

only stimulate legal scholarship but also inform policymaking. She said “Discussions about the law, 

like we had during the GOALI workshop, and the GOALI platform itself are big steps towards elimi-

nating information imbalances and empowering people to create effective and just legal systems.” I 

couldn’t have said it better myself. 

iRichelle Van Snellenberg and Horváth, Edit Global Online Access to Legal Informa�on (GOALI) – A New Legal Training Resource for 
Developing Countries. Paper presented at: IFLA WLIC 2017 – Wroclaw, Poland. Available online at h�p://library.ifla.org/1680/

iiFor more informa�on about the GOALI ini�a�ve and its history please read Lora Johns, Diana Quinones, Yuksel Serinandag and 

Stacia Stein The GOALI Ini�a�ve: Removing the Barriers to Legal Research, Training, and Jus�ce in Developing Coun�res, AALL 

Spectrum, March/April 2019, at 38 (Subscrip�on Required). 



By Jay Deveau with original photographs by Suzanne Weiss   

Law library staff from a variety of Western New York locations have enjoyed two events in 

downtown Buffalo since mid-year 2018.  On Tuesday, October 16 many gathered at the new beau-

tiful Canalside office of Phillips Lytle LLP.  We were hosted by Kristine Westphal, Information Ser-

vices Manager.  This session was largely socializing/networking over lunch.  The session provided 

the means to establish/maintain open communication lines amongst our local professional col-

leagues.  I think this is also one of the major benefits of being a member of ALLUNY.

On January 11 our group was invited to the office of Hurwitz & Fine.  Suzanne Weiss, Librarian, 

was our host.  The firm sponsored a great lunch in a welcoming conference room on the 13th floor 

of the Liberty Building.  Following lunch, Suzanne provided a presentation about the history of the 

building.  Attached you will find a variety of photographs she shared.  We also got a tour of the of-

fice space, including some spectacular views of Lake Erie and the Niagara River.  We also got to 

visit her law library.  As is typical with this group, a discussion on a variety of specific titles ensued 

along with sharing of experiences resulting from the transition of many of those titles from print to 

digital.

We learned that Hurwitz & Fine was founded in 1977.  The firm currently operates from eight loca-

tions with approximately 50 attorneys.  Their major practice areas include:  Business & Commercial 

Litigation, Commercial Real Estate Development & Finance, Business Law, Estate Planning & Ad-

ministration, Insurance Coverage, Municipal Law and Trucking & Commercial Transportation Negli-

gence.

Since the Liberty Building has had a long presence in 

downtown Buffalo, some of the attendees had employ-

ment history working within its walls at other law firm 

operations, but it was still enlightening to get details 

about the structure and see some of the significant 

renovations.  The building was completed in 1925 to 

serve as the headquarters of the Liberty National 

Bank.  The building architect was Alfred Bossom and 

the structure remains an example of neoclassical ar-

chitecture.  Mr. Bossom is credited with other office 

building designs in Richmond, Galveston, Houston, 

Washington DC and Jersey City.

Photo credit: Pixabay; see h�ps://pixabay.com/
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Standing 23 stories high the Liberty Building remains the fifth tallest building in the city.  Its 

most distinguishing features are the two Statues of Liberty which grace the rooftop spires at 

the east and west ends of the building.  Those statues were sculpted by Leo Lentelli.  They 

do not mirror their more famous sister who graces the entrance to New York Harbor.  Each 

statue is 36 feet tall.  Over the past year both statues were briefly encased in scaffolding 

while repair work was completed.  The statues are illuminated at night, making them focal 

points on the Buffalo skyline.  Many of the internal features of the building reflect an era of 

grandeur in Buffalo construction.  Suzanne’s photos show some of those glamorous accoutre-

ments.  One of the more bizarre events in the history of the building took place on September 

23, 2010 when French tightrope artist, Didier Pasquette successfully completed a 150 foot 

walk on a high-wire suspended between the two statues.  We would like to thank Suzanne for 

her gracious invitation and willingness to enlighten us about another architectural gem in Buf-

falo.

Attendees at the Hurwitz & Fine session were:  Marcia Zubrow of the Charles B. Sears 

Law Library of S.U.N.Y. at Buffalo, Elizabeth Lederer and Amanda Steinbacher of Phillips 

Lytle, Melissa Lamb of Hodgson Russ, Andrew Filippone of Goldberg Segalla, Dawn Vollmer 

of the Federal Court Library, Jay Deveau, Katie Loveless and Michael Morrissey of Buffalo 

Supreme Court Library.











 

 



 











 


